
Welcome, thanks for being here, for those of you signed in and watching this via the 
webinar player, please feel free to submit any comments or questions you may have 
through the chat box at any point during the presentation. We’ll hold all questions until the 
end and address as many as we can at that point.



Just a few housekeeping notes, a PDF of the powerpoint presentation will be available for 
download and a recording of the webinar will be available for viewing on youtube. We’ll 
email you the links when they’re available. So for now, let’s jump right into it.



Why am I doing this presentation? Licensed professionals need a refresher about the LARE 
so they can mentor emerging professionals in their studies and work experience. Goal with 
this lunch and learn is to make information accessible and cheap for everyone



Today I’ll begin by discussing eligibility and timeline of taking the LARE, the format, content, 
discuss some study techniques that worked for me, and share some resources. 

If and when Joel is able to join us, he’ll talk a bit about CLARB and the state board.

Happy to answer questions at the conclusion of the event or directly via email.



While the content of the LARE has changed and the format has been updated, the overall 
intent and the goal of the LARE hasn’t changed much.



If you have an accredited degree, you can begin taking the exam as soon as you graduate. 
You do NOT have to meet the work requirement to begin taking the test. You do not have to 
working under a licensed landscape architect to take the exam. If you have any other 
degree type and are interested in learning more about your eligibility, consult Missy 
Sutton’s presentation or contact CLARB directly. 



$155 to start a council record, and annual renewal fee, but this becomes a central source 
for tracking your education history and work experience - makes it easy to apply for a 
license in Hawaii or other states



Consider what your schedule is like and what your level of commitment is. How many tests 
do you want to take at once, how many weeks/months can you realistically commit to 
studying, do you have any major events, moves, vacations, etc coming up that would 
dramatically interrupt your studying? Look at the big picture before you commit. Lay out a 
study schedule and plan in a few breaks so you don’t burn out!



Test is offered three times a year, Spring, Fall and Winter. There’s a 2 week testing 
window. You must schedule your exam sometime during that two week. If you’re signed up 
for more than one test, you get to choose what order to take them in, and when you 
schedule the appointments. You can take one exam on the first day of the two week testing 
window, and another test on the very last day, or take both exams in the same day if you 
want. 

Realize that there’s overlap from when registration opens and when you get results from 
the previous testing period. Give yourself a break between tests and studying, but I suggest 
getting right back into studying ASAP 



Exam is constantly updated, major updates occur every 5 years. The last major update was 
September 2012 when the LARE went from 5 sections to 4 sections and was switched to 
the computerized format.





Question may state to choose two, or may say choose all that apply.



Click anywhere on the screen to place your red ‘x’



Drag and drop the items on the left. Sometimes they have for instance two swimming pools 
but you’re only required to place one. Make sure you consider which is the best and most 
appropriate orientation of the element that you’re placing. You will not necessarily use all 
items from the left hand window. There’s also sometimes additional ‘Exhibits’ click the show 
exhibit button to view additional information. 



CLARB posts various youtube videos including, what to expect at the testing centers, how 
the hotspot and drag and drop questions are scored



General overview of each section, sections 3 and 4 contain the graphic/plan Hot Spot and 
Drag and Place questions



In my experience, this is a good technique for grouping exams. There’s significant overlap 
between sections 1+4 and sections 2+3. Do what works for you and what you feel most 
comfortable with based on what you learned in school and your work experience.



When you’re looking at the exam content and trying to figure out what to do study, start with 
the Orientation Guide. One study technique might be to take each item on the orientation 
guide and look up information to create a study guide for yourself. This list is not all 
encompassing but from my recollection they asked questions about every topic

https://www.clarb.org/docs/default-source/take-the-exam/lareorientationguide.pdf?sfvrsn=4









Find what works for you, everyone is different, for me, having a study group was very 
helpful to keep me on track and answer questions



I focused on books primarily and supplemented reading with practice exams and various 
other audio/visual items such asl: Pod Casts, youtube, online lectures. Don’t be afraid to 
jump around from source to source, but make a study plan so you get to everything you 
want to review.



Items pictured and in bold indicate books I found most useful for each section.

CLARB recommended reading list: http://www.clarb.org/take-the-exam/prepare-for-the-
exam/recommended-reading









I didn’t find flashcards to be a useful way for studying, but do what works for you.



Books, classes, workshops, etc can add up, look for ways to save money! Ask around!



ASLA - various versions dating back to 2012, more recent versions have been condensed 
down to only 15 questions, vignettes are okay, all pen and paper.









AFTER you pass the LARE, apply for a license in Hawaii, they’ll schedule you for the State 
Plant Material Exam





List provided by EASLA, this list will be mailed to you when you’re scheduled for the exam



First four items are additional resources provided by Joel. 

Tropical Landscaping Plant Selection Guide available online in PDF format, I found it useful 
while studying




